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A Treatise on Appendicitis. By John B. Deaver, M.D., Surgeon to 
the German Hospital, Philadelphia. Containing 32 full-page 
plates and other illustrations. Philadelphia, P. Blackiston, Son 
& Co. 

While, taken as a whole, this work is an excellent treatise on 
appendicitis, it is in one sense disappointing, as there is very little in 
it which is new, and we are forced to conclude that the author’s 
opinion that the disease should invariably be treated by early opera¬ 
tion, is somewhat biased when he acknowledges that the 500 cases 
(personal) which he refers to were all operative cases. 

The anatomy of the disease is dealt with in a masterly manner, 
and is well illustrated. Acute indigestion is given as an important 
predisposing cause of the disease, and the statement is made that “all 
cases of appendicitis are directly due to the invasion of certain micro¬ 
organisms,” while the most important determining cause of an inva¬ 
sion by the micro-organisms is said to be the existing virulence of the 
colon bacilli. 

The three cardinal symptoms of the disease ” are said to be pain, 
rigidity and tenderness. Vomiting is stated to be common at the on¬ 
set of an attack, desisting in mild cases and becoming a serious symp¬ 
tom when prolonged. We think, however, that the author makes a 
rather sweeping statement when he says: “When the three cardinal 
symptoms are present . . . the diagnosis is unexceptionally war¬ 

ranted,” for are not these three symptoms present in a ruptured right 
pyo-salpynx? We fully agree with him when he says “it is impossible 
to foretell what will be the outcome of any attack.” 

While acknowledging that there are a few cases in which he pre¬ 
fers to defer operation, the author says that removal of appendix as 
soon as diagnosis has been made is the one course to pursue in order 
to obtain the best results. The “ expectant ” treatment is summar¬ 
ized as “ rest in bed, the judicious administration of laxatives (castor 
oil or calomel in the early, and salts in the latter stages), restricted 
diet and the alleviation of pain.” For the last he recommends suppos¬ 
itories of asafoetida, and strongly condemns opium. 

The preliminary and operative technique as well as the proper 
after treatment, is minutely described, and the complication and se- 
■quelhe which may be looked for are enumerated. 

The mechanical make-up of the book is excellent and reflects 
credit on the publishers, but the reader would have been saved much 
trouble had the plates been more carefully distributed. Gazzam. 

Die Beurtheilunc, der Nervenerkrankungen naci-i Unfai.l 
(The critical judgment of neuroses following traumatism). By 
JDr. Alfred Saenger. Published by Ferdinand Enke, Stuttgart. 
h8g6. 

Tn a brochure of ninety pages, Saenger treats of this interesting 
subject in an effective manner. 
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The introductory chapter is devoted to an historical view of the 
subject. 

Schultze’s remark at the Wiesbaden Conference for internal medi¬ 
cine (1893), that many examinations of workmen with reference to 
contraction of the visual fields, anaesthesias, etc., were still required, 
led the author to begin his investigations upon healthy individuals, 
and such belonging to the laboring classes, who went to the policlinic 
, for the treatment of various affection's as qlcus cruris, gonorrhoea, etc. 
None of these cases had ever met with any accident. These individu¬ 
als, which in all numbered 119, represented all ages and all occupa¬ 
tions; a few women were also examined. In each case the sensibility, 
the reflexes, the vaso-motor phenomena, the special senses and particu¬ 
larly the visual fields, were carefully examined. 

. Out of the 119 cases, 8 or 6.7^ showed, in greater or less degree, 
.a considerable contraction of both visual fields. In hi cases the 
visual fields were normal. The author is of the opinion that a con¬ 
centric though slight contraction of the visual field is a pathological 
symptom. He insists, however, that this symptom is no pathogno¬ 
monic sign of the so-called traumatic neurosis. He has found this 
symptom not only in traumatic hysteria, neurasthenia, hypochondri¬ 
asis, and other neuroses, but also in alcoholism, in the abuse of to¬ 
bacco, anaemia, Basedow’s disease, and in the early stages of syphilis. 

As regards sensory disturbances, Saenger found that 4$ of these 
cases showed a slight degree of ana:sthesia. mainly in the form of 
hypalgesia in the lower extremities. He is inclined to attribute these 
sensory disturbances to the various injurious exposures incident to 
the occupations of the examined men. 

Exaggeration of the reflex was found so often that the author 
attributes no pathological significance to it. It cannot be utilized in 
the judgment of neuroses following injury. 

With reference to cardiac action, the pulse was found to be, in 
a number of cases, slow, in others normal, and in still others, rapid. 

Under the title of the ordinary injuries to the nervous system in 
workmen, the author discusses alcoholism, the abuse of tobacco, syph¬ 
ilis, over-exertion, insufficient nourishment, arteriosclerosis and the 
hereditary taint. 

Many cases are cited, showing that the symptoms which are usu- 
.ally considered of much importance in the diagnosis of the traumatic 
neuroses, namely, contraction of the visual fields, sensory disturbances, 
exaggerated reflexes and tachycardia, arc often present in individuals 
who have never suffered from any trauma, but who were the subjects 
of alcoholism, s.yphilis, etc. 

Are there really any signs pathognomonic of traumatic neuroses? 
The author says: " On the ground of the published cases and examina¬ 
tions with reference to nervous disturbances in workmen, who have 
never suffered from any traumatism, it can be strongly maintained 
that these are no pathognomonic signs for the traumatic neurosis.” 

Saenger concludes his little book in the following words: "A 
review of our work shows that the critical judgment of neuroses fol¬ 
lowing traumatism involves one of the most difficult problems to be 
solved by the physician . . often for the reason that the con¬ 

dition of the nervous system of the injured individual was not known 
before the accident.” Saenger suggests that every workman before 
being employed should be submitted to a physical examination with 
reference to the condition of the visual fields, sensation reflexes, 
vasomotor state, etc. 

The condition of the workingman in Germany seems to be some¬ 
what different from that in this country. It seems that in Germany 
.a laborer who is injured whilst performing his work is entitled by law 
to receive a certain pension. This doubtless would have a tendency 
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to engender and to prolong traumatic neuroses. The result of the 
investigations of Saenger, at least with reference to German laborers, 
are not without importance. It is a pity that the same investigations 
did not take in more women of the lower classes, as well as men and 
women belonging to the upper ranks. As syphilis, .alcoholism, the 
abuse of tobacco, arterio-sclerosis, hereditary taints, etc., are as com¬ 
mon in the upper walks of life as in the lower, it may be presumed 
that the results of the examination of individuals pertaining to the 
upper classes would be analogous to those obtained by Saenger. If 
that be the case it must follow that a rational judgment of the extent 
of dependence of a neurosis upon a trauma, would be no easy matter. 

Meirowitz. 


A System of Practical Medicine by American Authors. Edited 
by Alfred Lee Loomis, M.D., L.L.D., and William Gilman 
Thompson, M.D. Volume I., Infectious Diseases. Lea Brothers 
& Co., New York and Philadelphia. 

The first volume of the System of Practical Medicine, edited by 
Loomis and Thompson, is devoted to the infectious diseases. A 
glance at the list of distinguished authors is sufficient to satisfy any 
one that the subjects have been handled by men who are recognized 
authorities in their special fields. It is impossible to do justice in a 
brief review to a work of this character, and it is to be regretted that 
the theme is one which renders a lengthy abstract somewhat unsuit¬ 
able for a neurological journal. The book has been published in the 
manner in which American works are usually put upon the market. 
The typography and illustrations are excellent. Spiller. 

Journal de Neurologic et d'Hypnologie. Edited in Brussels. 

This newly-founded journal which appears twice a month is under 
the direction of M. X. Francotte, Professor of the Neurological and. 
Psychiatrical Clinic at the University of Liege. It is edited by Dr. 
T. B. Crocq (chief editor) and by Dr. Maliaim and Dr. Swolfs, with 
the collaboration of many prominent neurologists. 

In making the announcement of the journal, the editors express 
the hope to make it indispensable to all the physicians who wish to be 
au courant of neurological and hypnological science. Judging from 
the names on the list of collaborators, it may at any rate be expected 
that the journal will obtain prominence, and in looking over the num¬ 
bers published so far, we strike many articles which attract our live¬ 
liest interest, among others those of Van Gehuchten (Contribution a 
l’etude du faisceau pyramidal) and of de Potter (Etude sur l’hypno- 
tisme). 

The periscope department seems excellently managed. The list 
of abstracts is large, comprising not only neurology and hypnologv, 
but also psychiatry, electrotherapeutics and anthropology. 

Besides a good bibliography we find complete reports of those 
society proceedings which treat on neurological or allied subjects. 

Onuf. 



